


































Spatial Structures of Festivals in Kyoto from the Medieval to 
Early Modern:  





Human life has largely configured from spatio–temporal mundane (Ke) to non-daily life 
(Hare). This geographical study unravels the actual circumstances of festivals that represent 
non-daily life and space in the past and considers the relationship between festivals and related 
regions or local communities. This study focuses on the spatial structures of the festivals. On the 
basis of the intangible cultural heritage, the spatial structures of the festivals can be defined as a 
state in which groups or organizations of people participate in the festivals, and their activities 
correlate with spatial spread.  
The study discusses two festivals—Imamiya–matsuri and Rokusai–nenbutsu—held in Kyoto 
from the medieval to early modern.  
The conclusions drawn from this study can be summarized as follows: First, the spatial 
structures of the festivals are classified, and a basic framework contributing to the theoretical 
study of the festivals and regions is presented. Second, new findings about the relationship 
between the festivals and regions were observed, such as multi-layered spatial structures of the 
festivals and the cultural influence in the city that appears as a selection of cultural phenomena 
(based on a major geographic factor) in early modern. Finally, the study states that the festival 
of non-daily events is not only a simple reflection of the mundane social structure in the region, 
but shows some similarities between the festival and social structure. Although both are deeply 
related, they are apart from each other. 
In the future, it is necessary to accumulate case studies that emphasize on the spatial 
structures of other festivals and seek a new research approach that compares the world of the 
past with the present including the spatio–temporal mundane and non-daily life in historical 
geography. 
 
 
